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[s Centralia

rca! pf*nt
Aiiling fiw,ndruds

uf WnsltingtoniansP

By Craig h{c"Laughlin
phr:rtos t'"f 1l* Crarl,y
rvith Light lla'+k Flelicaprers

|-\crtt rrril irrt r;jdi' dB(r, (hc ntrlU(h (,f I
fl m'rior titcr tr:r,:rcJ ilc h'r.iiindr of
I l'uAct $o,rnri. !.rvg11 :.,f nrrrrcrllr ;nJ
selhnnired lcgcrlhir: mutrtr nucl..crJ rl'ie
hrrr,rm lrf rlrc rjr ct rJ.;Jta. anrl tr;LJ-iv Cr ?.-.nr
of u.Jt scinr,i l r,; cmbcrldtij in thc grrrurd.
t )ntv r ft:rr; hDu i:\,0r, uru ryr;rkcd ar mirlc:r,
'l'hu1 rr+ tll lrx"lud hrlfr';ir]; hcru+crt
Itrrrtlrnd nnd iitcrrl+, .jtrit a criuptc nrilcs
*{{i r)f lni'Jr$lttc 5. nc';tr thc torr:r ol
( i,:nt r l!rn

(icr'ilr(i.rcr r;ll thc iir4csr scirn "'i'hc
liig I)lrtl," lrs .iircr, l>r,rrc<l nr:urhit ir rl+

l"ittk Diny, T]e serr.t fecd I big rrirl
Fltnt nexr door - the Ccnrrrlia Steun
lllecrricily (icncrati ng Plrr,i.

Flach ycar, lbout'-5 millicn rons ot ior+.
grrrle high-sul,hr co*l rrc rippcd from Big
ilirr1', l,krlc Dirtv rnd s rhird s!:ifti., rhe
Snrith Scam. ln tr!*tes, rhc crarcr., hr rle.
lilndr(irpe -orE n'.$(e thin 400 fcet <icep.

Ar you pasr the Ccrxrrtie !its, ittr n,rr
thc phnt thilt nttrrcts your cyc lq mri<.h ll
thc g,rping holcr in thc cgrrh. Ahhc"reh rhc
()cr,rrrlir ltliring f,ornpen.y hrs won
nttlnftou,r awcrdr for its t*cl*rbetisn ellons,
Ihe $rnount r:f dcvtstrtion is stii! rrround-
i"&.

'ltrr pirr rre best meLrurcd nor in focp
b,rll fickjs b;rt rrr thc nunrbcr of footlxll,sra-
diurrrs that eon bc dropped inside thcni,
And whrc they l.ring $ is C-*r.rdc lub
trmunoug roal thl rurns out high leveis cf
srrlfut +nd lot"- Iclels of h+rc.

li'hen cp{l gor;s inro the Flrnr',r girnr
trvin nrtwr, ($'0 thingr come ol:il its much {r
[.l.ii] *vctrgu me8twrtrs of clectrisity
{11,)uBh to p*wcr r, city rhc si:ae of Partland.
Irrd rcns of tholrrqndl of t()ng t yer; of pol-
liL{i,}n.

'i rrt Ocr,rruli,.t Srcrm 5rlrnt is tht icad-
ing iir i:r,llt tct in llbrh:ngon in {LN?
n:.jj(!r cstcE$icr lt ir rlro the recond d,lti'
c:rt lnrl Flrnt in rlrc \lbrrrrn Unircd ,9ratcs.

llut rhe {l,lntr"lia $rcitnr f}lant docn no(
r'!< 1;rtr: 'rny applicthlc sterc rr f$ddral clcin

rir *srndrrds, It brakr no iar+ in 1993, for
exrn,ple, whcn it prcrjucr:d Lt,960 tons of
l u lft r dic-rids. r fcrt of d isrinction noneihc-
lesr: th* rnrcunt ir I 0 iitnc3 gratter th,un thc
ttttc'.r ffixt lar8csr tource, ar r{clt a.r hrlf thc
srrlfur dioxirje producc<J io tL+ cntirc rutei
rnd rough{y l0 pcr6nt cf all such crnlrri4ns
wcst of thc ltlislst;,-t 'The plant'a owncr*, lcd by ehc
Porrhnd-brcrd utiliry 6iant FrcifiCsrp
(Acl.rally, Prcifi C,orp nrrns .{7.j Ferrc nt ..1'

de g,hnt, with thc rcmaindcr rhrrcd hv
Wcgtern \\'srer Powcl, Seetrle Ciw !.ighr,
^Iaconra City Lighr, lh* Fublic l.lrilirr
Di:trict of $nohomirh County, Pugrx S+und
Ppwer dr Lishl Fublic l-lrilhy No. 1 of
{?rrvc Hrrbcr C,orlnt'y, rnd For rlund Gcncral
Elcctric), h;rvc told strr* rc8ulator* rlxr th*
plcnt "docr not ccntribr,rrc ($ cmijsirtns
which would c$uFe qtEenrifiellie h',Jmnn
herlch effcrtr" or crhsr'rrnsg5il11!!g"
irnprctr. l'lret+ tf,Bertitnro hilve pg1 p1.;1

*ir:lr rny serious chrllcngc fror:r sggil]11rut
qr efi''if(,ttltlgntellrts - trrrril n+w.

But norv, nc* srtrdic$ suggert thc rrh-
rionship bctwccn rh is coa! llrilhy rnd cnvi-
rontrrcntal and Pr:i:rlic lrr-rrlth problcm.r
nrighr bc morc t:,.'iorrs thar prcvir:utlv
thou6hl and pcopk tre gmrring tct tat*
tl{tte.

An:ong rhcrrr lte n:gulstors rvir.h rhc
Slutt'rpest Air Foll:rrian Ucnrrol At: rhori4'
(r brarrch ofthe h'r*hin€{t+n t)cpartmrnt ci'

t\'drIffi

EcoL:gy), 'l'hc sir pollution ruthorir,i
l*nowo rs .SW,\P0A," ftccnrh con{lrrderJ
in g dtgft'rcgi,la{ory order rhrr tlre
'tlt ntrrli:r Fhnc'r $O? e mi s:rion: rre har irrE
a ttrtasuriblc rilvcr:e iilrpact on hc,lh rir
qrraliry an<tr rcruirivc pl*nt life," !n prcicr.r-
lrr, SWAFCA s,.rsFe4rs rhc Cerivalir planr'r
cntilsicnl rnty rnntriirutc ro rcid r*in in rnd
dt{.rufld [!lount llrrini+t f{rticnrl Perft, !1,(,i,r
cd *otne ?5 kih:nrctcrs ro rhr east. liVrAF-
C'{ ll not proposin6 rcg,rlariont tnet would
rcdur'e sulfur diorir.lc enl*uisns ar rhr:

F.!trt, nith r gor' of rrro y'i6. "incrcr.'rbl:.
efTetrs" lrcer in il+i,'.iJ+ Lkr:j rnd lorc;rr.

f\Oi lnd lB deritrruvc$ iFq *ls(' l..ncr( n

.\to tausc prol>lenrr l+l peopfu i+ith rei.
Lrlpirrtrrry disorJrrs. ln rorne crscc thty
crn cv*li kill. "I'fuet:nay *cll bc rhc csse
rvilh ihie phnt'r rnrisqinns, a posrihility thar
h*r bc*ri iincwn lrr refiblatoii sincc ll}l3,
whcn ikrtellc Prtifi: Ncnhrrcur
[.nbor';tlotics, r l"i.S. nepartn.crrt ;if lincrgv
llib{int{,r(tof rt I lllfotqj, e xami rred rhcsc
intparr.r itt r |cdcrallr ftrrtL:tl qudy foi rhc
bcnnq,'vilic Porver &rllttinistrrtion. Givcn
lhr.: lopr,ilnrion dcnrity *ld air tjisp*rriil,o
$i{tsrrlt rvithin $(} kilonxrsr:, Brtc*llc *l-
rr.,i;rtcr! .l9.7 

rJcaths rrrd 977 iilne::rs c:ch
yorr frnln Ccntt:tlir,

Rut thc lrcr'lrh Dr'iiblcms crurec hy thc
i,lirr,r might Serrrrlly he grerrcr.'l'l.e
.cfiion's lxrpulatiun hor trrr,tcd sinrcl?Bii.
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chc yerir [l!trcll{, u qd in iis *e ud'; lnd .$(}?
B{)cs hi&h in thc sir rlrcr lcuvin5 rhc plsni,
xrlql i5 6srlisd hy rii" crrr.rcntr, rtios(ly rrtrth-
r,r':rrrl, lrr;Inrc jt sCttlcs drru'n, oftcn mof{
thcn ll0 |qllsmglgtr ftom thc f,lmL'l h+ tir) rhin wnsld hc nrtrrt rfler:tcd is
prob'lbly Oivnrpiit, 20 n:ilc-s north,

"ficatrlc u,ill hauc nrure dcethr fiorn
{his plxor rh^l !.he city of (knurli,r," 111,5

fireg lirwcr.r. e Scrrrlc-ba$cd PoBc; phn-
$ing conrultlrit who fr:rmcrlv wurkcd fr,r
(he FcrJcral llncrgy Regulanxy
(.lttnrmissien. Bov.er.r lookcd st tlc samc
drts thar Hitttelk usc<|, rnd ftcr{:rcrJ in
1994 popehriqn datr.'l'l:c st*isrimi dcsth
toll climbcrJ r0 I 17. Whrrl hc expirnded thr:
studv! g+ogrrphic borrnd:rrics ro i-.clu,Jc
the wholt Pugcc $ound rrer, hc [u..lnd thc
dc3rhs frrrm Oentnlia.r r:r!fur riiuxirlc wcrc
on (he ord€, ol'?J0 frr yqrr.

Rut thcrc nrgy be cvcn nrr*c t0 rlif pi(-
turc- Alier cll, SOI ilnl thc only lr,liutlnr
pouf;ng {rut ol (lcntrrliirh $rnokcslx:kr,
A{.\-onlinE l{r g1!i\l}(lA. thc plrrrrt ptorlucc.I
J5. ldr7 torr:r of nitnrgcr, oxirJcs irr 19J.1,
nl(rr( thrn rcvcrr tirntr tlrc rclrnti Jnrgcr;
rol.rr(ri in rhe rtttc, ilnd scH)ltrlfJ fr:r li f cr-
ccrrr rrf tll nitrogcrr rrxirtc crrris:rioac
clittsliidc. Ni;n'grn oxrrlcr rit: r nttJ:.r
(1,r1'lxlnrnr rrf nr'id rrin 3n'.i str10g.'l'he
l)lnnt iq nlr{) rhc r({t( $ llrqrsr rtrr rcu oftiny
llilrlicttl!{c tllittlrir, knr)wr in (ll;an Air rcg.
ttllritut.r 'rr 

'l)\ll(1." lil t'.xll it pr{Xluc(:d
l.lJ.i-l rtins rrl' Ptrll(j, twir..+ rhc ncxr highc$i
rrtlttrc. Prrtit ttlil:Cl ('Jn carrsij qqri(]LLr lrrrrtr
Irm*. irclrrrlir,g e lrLy rlcnrh. firr |cuplc rvith
respi r;,roR itnrJ crrrliov;rst (tlai rjr:;c:rrr.

()tltcr errrislii2ns il(r ulso tlrirwitifi
,ltt(lltin,l. '.| hr: l)ltirrt\ oiltpllt ill ciillxrn
rrr(tn('ri(lc irr l?ll tylt l,fr8l lrrrrc, ntttt;ng it
l6rh r'n the \l:,t(s.id{: lrsr. lircu in h:' ,con-
crnrra(ii,ns. OO conrrihutcs tl inrrcr;ctl
r:xrrtirlrn',rrrrrrrrA purr0k r,' irir lr+iu.i di.reirvr:.
Anxrn6 hcirllrly licup!c, ir inr,tr;itscs thr: rilk
tif hc'irr rJircrrc wlrilc tlccr+rrinF tolcrarr,:g
ihr crcrciss and rctli:qing nrcnrsl gcriviry,

"\\'hcn ';nLr hriug in all thc dirnrririnA
Lr)nllxlncn(s.rt trvr Brl\1rrl, "yrr1r gct dcrlths
in rne ntirl-.il() ;*n*c."

ln artjiiiun, Kcyin llrll, r Scctilc-
Itr:url cncrFy rirn;gl1pat. s"1yr 111* Pl**t pnr
<lrr!'cs lt),r.illiorn rans * )tdr rrf s,1rlarp ;li1yx-
ide, ln rntfltrrtcrlurl to70p+rwntof cllrhc
(i0l cnr;ircrl +nnually hy rll (hc vshiclcs in
()rcqrn {lt}? i} a frrccnh(xrsf Na< $nd thc
lcud:nfi cirn1iil1u14r t1 f,l)hJl w*lmir,F.

\\'lirn ll<'l,crq Errc hir tlata rn $ca[[lg
tilrv l,iHht anLl $nohorrrirh Itublic tkility
Iiirtrirr, rhev rprcurJ to ttrke lri ilqdcpon-
clcnt lotk ur his fiFurcs.

Rrrr }reilirt.i:rgr, in r Jrrnc li l(raq:r to
llove's lir;rn [:rederir:k \{'. I}uckmrrr,
Itacill{-r;rpi chicf exr:,:tttivc, rrayr: "hr yUu
iirtuu, thc ,.lmhigit st,lftrr tlioxidc qQnq:crr-

Lriltirtns in (ltr: ir:e.* erorrntl tlrc {lrrrtla.ir
Itlinr lnd (ilc S{rftlc rrcr ird {t lt.sr:ls thti
:tc frr i\:it,rv tho St.rtc cf \1;rt,lrington urd
\:ttrorr,tl,\nrbicnr,{ir Qurrlitv rtamlrr*ls.
\\'c lxl;rrrr thcse sr,lnij;lrds srr th€ rppro.
!riiitr: grridclincs to I'rrllrrv in esqbliihing
tltc i11gr.1,tli pnlicics lirr the ll:inr."

In orhcr trr.,Js, lracifi(inrl] c{iri!$nilr
I hdt ths plrn[ ir glfc bcrgrsc ir dlrrn'r vil-
lrrc hll'A standrrdr- "'l hc till\ scrr hcrhh
rr&ndilrd:r." rr5,< fgnrrill"'t plant nrrnagcr
Rich \l':ullry. "l dont lrcjicvo the p)snr is

c,rusiitg rl*aths in che scAi.)rl."
5\lA-$'(;A offi{hlt ,i.r'(l n{}t sryinE rhr

pl;rnt is dc,rdlv; liut thcl arc pmpring regu)r-

rrgnl 1t"r *filryiy rsiltn,: S(JZ cmissir:nr. On
r\Lrg. 1.5 rn !hkr#rc:: '"Yash., S'*?rl{,4 *iil .

h.lld r *rlirlic h*ring on e grmposcd ordcr rhrr
*ould rcqlirc tlrc plantb ownc6 tr.l maintirin
Sfll cqtis<nxtg lrcilw gng fou,ttl fnr cv*ry
nrilli<rrr lt'l'Us of hc*' gcnc'rrrd,'l'hc phnt euffcrttly oper;ltes sl l_s
pruunds/rrrillinn B'I'(!r.

.._ lvlorcov+r, on Jerr. l, ?(X10, rhc plgir
will hrvq tn furtlrcr tcducc etnissionr irt
coalFlilrlcc wirh ntw fe'tcral reFular!,r;l_*
thnr will llc i{to cffcct rhen. Thise rulcr
would sql 39,318 tonr ls the mrximr!rn SOa
crrir3i611s 1i1s nhnr rould rclce** rnnurlly,
lf C,arrralis $snri ft;; go ovg rhdt sntouni,
thr gwfl4f$ would havc tn rnn$fcr ell.$t.
tionr from other phntr, in clscncc impon.
jng scrirconc clseb pol!ulion.

ViolEricrrr o[ thc annurl lirniLt wilt triF_
gcr annuel lir,c"r of $2,fiJ0 pg ton. To rneet
Ihe Sr\ifPCA rrundsrdc, Cenrralig's owilcrs
ff.usi insrrll erfi isrion-reduc ing scr:r bberr in
tf:c pl.161 or impon cleencr cr,irl.

l-f-liris drscustir'.i, h1rr.cvc1. hgF,, J

I rlue:tion a gru*ing ntrfl\lr!-r ofeny,"
I lr)nmCtrltliit< arq l.4gi11ni,1s :r)

rri,rrl. Why run the F!'rdt rt cllj 'l',.cy itar-
tqnd $9 plrnt nho',rkJ bc uscd e'rl'i ar r
n:inth-hitccr whcn othcr plrrncr grr.Jo.rn or
{lr1rtrr6'o,'*tt" rpikcr up*36q1, x3 ilt r u.:[-
rcr cr:lil rnrD, ifal tll.

l-.arr year. rhc pl,rnt rrr- lr 8l pcrcnt
crlaflty. F:rr with thu rcccitt x'Jrf,c r1f lrrr-
priccrj clcctricity fiom ncw ninrirrl **s
plrnB. thc North*csr h*s r glrrr of puxer
thet rrn bc produced by nruch clcancr -rtld chsap€r .- eltern;rrii'**,

Fpr cxenplc. urilitie:, rhis ycdr hflvc
bccn rtrh to ptrchirc rlcctriqrty on rhc
,,pen n_tuftct t?,r e prir.^4 llEf i 1h,rys rfO pgr-
c€nt cherpcr than purcr frr.rrr (icnrrelrr.
bucd m nurnhci$ ru,)Flil:d b"r rhe ccrrrpr.
ny t0 th6 Fcdcnl Enrrgy ReEr:l.rrury

t.'ornnris+inn,

. 
At ahc slrnc (irtrc, tr"t . *ut-rr.r.l rogcn-

.rrtkln l)lant$ Fru(ltrcc nttfc hUrilf*iis of
trms ol t( )? unrrrrirlly; rnd r*11c* rl.Jc cr:r;rg'
frollr wirrql, xrlrrr lnd ({hcr !r,uil..(:f ts (lrti(:k-
ly ltclnring cort-trrrnrpcririvc. \l,,rcrricr. it
ir gcr.r..r.ily strJl chcupcr {r) /cducc tlr(
rlcntrn'J fi* elcr.tricity:hn tr{h cr nqrydri'n
pRli{rrlrllt th0n t(} A$lcrstc irtrr!,artd littFpl}.

()thrrr, horvovcr, n(lti: ihrt rhc g,hnt is
rtlittcgicrliy lrx,'itttd tt thc wc.rt rillc lf
Wf:'hingr,,rt whcrc rhc lrnFrrlirrrlrl is FrcaI.
cyt rnrl thr: vinrcr rlgrllnrl frrr hCet is high.
$rt, And it isni dc;ra{l.rt r;n lralsflsillc
rain nnd nnorv lcvcls.

"$ttittcgic plrttr tring <ii Frnr.cl rcr{rtrr(rjr
ncl:cs.ti({tus thrrr tlri* plunr n-r!lirins r viirl>lr
res{r*rcci" snid .titc v+ Nl razck, arr rir qurlitv
cngit:ccr frrr SWAlttlA. "lr dpcr dirlcil.i[v
thc ;xtwct sripply. lf you hirvc I nrtltr!l qr;
Fipclilrc rxpkriior, toc rrrll gu r,rrl. ln hir.l
1lllcr ycars. l'{)ll ctill g{rt cr)rtl."

"'llurt\ n,ir !rrr Nrgrlnent li'r kccpi rrE ir
nrnnirrg,' rttorlr Jirtl l.Jt;lr, ,tn cnt:i.r
i:tont,tniitt in ()lyrrrlrir, \\tr"lr "'l'hr:'r ,rrr

rrguntcil ftrr kcepirt** it rn rr'.rrlt rr'{rtr *. '

l,rltr *ggr ( lcrttrlltr nr ,l fr.\ inil
gf.llli\(l fi,r i rcV)tJt|L lllti(lrtrn $(ttltt
<ull::rJ "c:t!iuntl:cntrl d.\pilrJh" tb,,,
vr{r'd rcilil,tr; r,rtli.tr-r rr',(,i)li ;tt ctlIrt,r-
!r![ntitl e{}rr\ rts rr,;ll,tr c(r)lilrrlt{ tt}\t \r lrfn
dccirl InA whir;h f itrnt'i l) rtrn ilt n h,g ic\ rl\.

"II rhty rrrrd rhvrrrrrrrrrctrrtrl tlirl)rtrlr,
{itnrr,riirr trorrhln\ ntn," x;i';r llctl.

Tl t:,-'rltr:iiiJ *nt11't r *rlinc tr) 'r,rr.r:i
I fl,tfrt" nilh , 11(:\rcr grr,rr.iri,.6 irr, .1

It,6ht thc'c, l'uriFt.r'4r ,t,,,,11t lx irJf,l-
lllflicd lo firrlll. n1x1[g1 jirr thc trrrrl
Si\\Al'( :,\ nr,rr firn:c tlrc rrri rrr..lt rlorrrr,' lrr,, -
wsy. il'rl*: lllilnt (Jn Ini:t't fLr!rrro .rit,,,r,rlirr
tsr5c(s a)nl) lry inrprrring t.lr;lncr rJrltl

Il:r ,rr li'iull.lv, rtrc PIrrrr'.r nljrri:g(r,
intliciltcs rn rn ,\1tril lt.l :rgrv rclu,rtc, thc
nEnct+ gtc uor itrl<)r,jrtcd in .hltttiril ihc
rniric rJuvn. '\\t hr:iicrr tfrlr ktcprirg rhc
ttiincoircn ir in tlrc lrc* irttr.rr:rtrr:f trr.:r,,
{)rl(: llrc ltrill trrrilnrrniry nolrlit rtt.lilt 5((l
iolt* 11*4 ritc rl,ttq rrrrtld r*r;rirr rigrlficlnr
fultr"c i.!.x tcvcn,ict frrrnr 1[g 111i116."

,Ut:rn,tr*cl). rlr; pl r,rt (il1l{l tr.d1(t
S(ll ctrrirri,.r. lr1' rl,rll' { rr.rr,lrlrr:r' :rri.
inrta llctl. li\lhl l( ;,\ ii rrr)lrrt \itrll ir l],(. l,ti!i:
tri tux lrrr-lks itl(l l()s"Jr){t f'f,,ltrr; rrq 1r

ntiik.i 511qllrlre g'i nrrrrq rllrrrtl,tl rlc.

l']nvirrnrttl.:,tt,,l irtt. lrr,\rljr rr, $r: rllc:
proptlsrh (lr!I'i flu ftir Ltidil)*lt

"! rlriirh it'r in*,tnc rhrl rlr'lc rrur tlirrnr
cVcf!(hitlg lv( (lrll Io I{(l(l(rj lxrllttti|}n li,,rrt
ilc Pliin1," snirl Rhtr llritl:, r'rrrlrrctttrr rrf
thc ;\lntnrpltcrt Allillnr:c irr ();Itltlriit. "\\{
ltnow thal sc h.rvr ul:rrlr r.l;nl;rtu rllli\
nn)r!|1(l ll r: A:,'lt lt .l (lt rt s c ,rrc {r't;n[ ,li)
itl{t(asc in I('tirrt,lIlrl' rlir,:llic'i'tnrl ttn!'n-
pl,lind(i txtlr:an. itir,l ric ltvtrr (l',rtrr!i.r
({rntritlrlct rr,,rli thirc prr:l'lurlr ''

ll;rllrcl lhi;rrth,rk, riirtr.lr,r i,l'
llcnctr.rllicr f{\trll1$rlir, rt l!rrtl.1yr1f..!11.g,i
ldrrri;r;y gnlti){ s,t\'r r'ttn\{.'r\irlirn trr,,- gl
Fr;r)111 lilil rqrrr:$rlrlc ctrcrp\' t((luIrl{r;itd\ H
{atulal ,riT{rt nttr(lt ol' rltr; 1rrtr"'r lirrr lrr A
rcdr,cirrg tllc rqgior1l. reiirl.r-,,rr (lrnrr,,L,r S

"l rlrirrk tllc i\rliryqh.,.1s1 Irrr Irirlt--tl -l
itrr:lI oh ili ri,tnl:tt ot lrli'." tlr; srr.:. ,\rrrl fi
lltil nf th.:t rlriillirl'oI litq' rr l::rretl rrrr rrllrxrl, cr

Altlt r:rrCrAr'.'lir thd r'\l.J!rl tl!.rl trC(il1tl\ili( !,
t{JlriLr\, cnr:r,nurk:nr.llly $,J{,r1rl rctt*ir:rlrlr fr
fc$etlrrtr rrrid x\r'Jv fn:trt ,ti,,rq Itollrrrrn4 li,r- i:
sil frtcl ruqrrrrccs sc'il .ril h: lrtttcr llll' 
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